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1 
“Pandora's Box” 

Close Read: “Pandora's Box” 
Grade 8, Unit 4 

 
 

INTRODUCTION:  This is a Greek myth. A myth is a traditional story that reveals part of 
the world view of a people or explains a practice, belief, or natural phenomenon. 
 
You will close read this text and answer the questions on the following pages. Make 
sure to follow each of the directions below. 
 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 

(1) Get a sense of the gist. Read the whole text from beginning to end one time to 
get a sense of what it’s about. 

 
(2) Read Section 1 closely . Reread just pages 456 to the top of page 458. 

• Mark your starting and stopping points: Start at the beginning of the text. 
Stop after “And Hermes, my messenger, shall conduct her to earth.” 

• While you reread , circle any words that you don’t know. Try to figure out 
what the words mean. Can you tell from context clues? Can you look it 
up? Can you ask someone? 

• After you reread, write 1-2 sentences of what the section is mostly about. 
Write this in the space labeled “Section 1 Gist.” 

• After you reread, answer the Section 1 Questions. Write your answers in 
the chart. 

 
(3) Read Section 2 closely . Reread just pages 458 to 459. 

• Mark your starting and stopping points: Start at “Epimetheus could not 
understand why the gods had become concerned about him.” Read to the 
end of the text. 

• While you reread , circle any words that you don’t know. Try to figure out 
what the words mean. Can you tell from context clues? Can you look it 
up? Can you ask someone? 

• After you reread, write 1-2 sentences of what the section is mostly about. 
Write this in the space labeled “Section 2 Gist.” 

• After you reread, answer the Section 2 Questions. Write your answers in 
the chart. 

 
(4) Write about the text . Read the question at the top of page 8. 

• Complete the graphic organizer. 
• Write your essay. 
• Use the rubric to assess your rubric and write an explanation of why you 

graded it the way you did. 
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2 
“Pandora's Box” 

Section 1: pp. 456 – 458 
 

What is the GIST of this section? (1-2 sentences) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

(1) Why was 
Prometheus "grievously 
punished by Zeus? 

 

(2) Why does 
Prometheus steal the 
fire? 

 

(3) Why does Zeus 
extend his displeasure 
to Epimetheus (page 
456, lines 4-9)? 

 

(4) What human 
characteristic does Zeus 
display in lines 3-9 
(page 456)? 
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3 
“Pandora's Box” 

(5) Why does 
Hephaestus make a 
woman, and what are 
the materials he uses? 

 

(6) Why does 
Hephaestus summon 
the Four Winds? 

 

(7) How does Aphrodite 
make the woman more 
beautiful? 

 

(8) What virtues do the 
gods give the woman? 
Why? 

 

(9) Who is Pandora? 
Why is her name 
significant? 
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4 
“Pandora's Box” 

Section 2: pp. 458-459 
 

What is the GIST of this section? (1-2 sentences) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

(10) Explain the range of 
Epimetheus 
experienced when 
Pandora was presented 
to him. 

 

(11) What does the 
author mean by "Yet, 
even as he took her in 
his arms, he cautioned 
her" (page 458, line 41)? 

 

(12) What does line 47, 
"Keep it fastened, said 
Epimetheus, otherwise I 
shall never rest easy" 
foreshadow? 

 

(13) What does the 
author mean by "… the 
gift of Hera had not 
been given in vain" 
(page 458, line 56)? 
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5 
“Pandora's Box” 

(14) What does the 
author mean by "but in 
that moment a swarm of 
horrible things flew out" 
(page 459, lines 69-70)? 

 

(15) Why does the 
author use the words 
"quivering" and "frail" to 
describe the being 
(page 459, lines 88 and 
89)? 

 

(16) Why does the 
author include 
"radiance" in the 
description of the frail, 
quivering being (page 
459, line 89)? 

 

(17) How did the release 
of the small, quivering, 
frail being at the bottom 
of the box impact 
Pandora? 

 

(18) Explain Zeus' 
"subtle plan." 
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6 
“Pandora's Box” 

Write About the Text 

DIRECTIONS: Use the chart to record your ideas about the text in response to the 
prompt on page 9, as well as the evidence from the text that you will use to support your 
ideas. 
 

Idea Evidence 
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7 
“Pandora's Box” 

Prompt: Write an essay in which you analyze the theme of "Pandora's Box," as well as 
what the text reveals about the relationships of the characters, setting, and plot. Use 
evidence from the text. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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8 
“Pandora's Box” 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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9 
“Pandora's Box” 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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10 
“Pandora's Box” 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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11 
“Pandora's Box” 

DIRECTIONS: Use the rubric below to assess (grade) your essay. Mark the grade you 
would give yourself in each row. Then, write an explanation for why you assessed 
yourself the way you did. 
 

Grades 6-8 English Language Arts Essay Rubric 
 
Idea Development  
• QUALITY AND DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL IDEA *   
• SELECTION AND EXPLANATION OF EVIDENCE AND/OR DETAILS *   
• ORGANIZATION   
• EXPRESSION OF IDEAS   
• AWARENESS OF TASK AND MODE   

5 
• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode   

4 

• Central idea is clear and well-developed   
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details   
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3   

• Central idea is general and moderately developed   
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details  
• Moderate organization   
• Adequate expression of ideas   
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode  

2 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed   
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details   
• Limited organization   
• Basic expression of ideas   
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1 

• Central idea is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode   

0  
• The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not 

address the question or incorrectly responds to the question. 
 
 
 
 
 Standard English Conventions 
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12 
“Pandora's Box” 

• SENTENCE STRUCTURE   
• GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS   

 3 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of 
essay 

• Consistent control of grammar, usage and mechanics relative to complexity 
and/or length of essay   

 2 
   

• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to 

complexity and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length   

 0  
• Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage and 

mechanics and/or insufficient length. 
 
 
Explain why you assessed (graded) yourself the way you did. Make sure to give 
examples from your essay to back up your assessment. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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14 
“Pandora's Box” 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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2.3 2.42.22.1

A Isaiah tried to figure out how much wax to buy to make the cylindrical 
candle, but he forgot the formula for the volume of a cylinder. Noah claims 
that to find the volume of a rectangular prism, you need to know the 
number of unit cubes in one layer of the prism and the prism’s height. He 
thinks the same idea works for finding the volume of a cylinder.

1. Is Noah correct? Write an 
expression to find the volume 
of a rectangular prism. 

2. Will this method work for 
finding the volume of a 
cylinder? Explain why or 
why not.

2.3Problem

continued on the next page >

Investigation 2 Combining Expressions

Rocky Middle School is sponsoring a charity event. They plan to make and 
sell candles at the outdoor market in the city.

Andy’s committee is in charge of designing the candles. They designed 
three different shapes of candles: a sphere, a cone, and a cylinder. The 
molds for the three types of candles have the same radius and height.

What is the relationship among the volumes of these 
three candles?

Making Candles
Volumes of Cylinders, Cones, and Spheres2.3

31



2.3 2.42.22.1

B Andy decided to explore the relationship among the volumes of the three 
candle designs. He used plastic containers in the shape of a cylinder, cone, 
and sphere. The containers have the same height h and inside radius r, 
which means that the inside diameter of the sphere is equal to the height. 
Andy tried to find relationships among the three containers.

1. Write the relationships among the three containers in words and then 
as algebraic equations. 

2.  Use the relationships in part (1) to write an expression for finding the 
volume of 

 a. a cone with height h and radius r.

 b. a sphere with radius r. 

C The price of each candle is based on the cost of wax plus markup for profit. 
If the cylindrical candle sells for +12, what should the prices of the other 
two candles be? 

D Andy decides to sell cylindrical candles with a radius of 3 inches and a 
height of 1.25 feet.

1. How much liquid wax does Andy need to make the candle?

2. Describe the dimensions of a rectangular candle that uses the same 
amount of wax.

2.3Problem continued

Homework starts on page 34.
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2.3 2.42.22.1

A Use the formulas from Problem 2.3 and the following information. 

A carton of ice cream has a radius of 11 centimeters and a 
height of 30 centimeters.

A scoop of ice cream has a radius of 3 centimeters.

 How many cartons of ice cream should Ester order to make 
100 scoops?

B Ester finds 50 souvenir glass cups left over from the last charity event. The 
cup is cone-shaped and has a height of 16 centimeters and a radius of 
3 centimeters. The cup is filled and then topped with half a scoop of ice cream.

RMS RMS RMS

1. How much ice cream do you need to make 50 cups? 

2. If the 50 cups are in addition to the 100 scoops from Question A, how 
many more cartons of ice cream must Ester order?

Homework starts on page 34.

2.4Problem

Investigation 2 Combining Expressions

Rocky Middle School also plans to sell ice cream at the charity event. 
They expect to sell about 100 scoops of ice cream. The ice cream comes in 
cylindrical cartons. Ester’s committee must decide how many cartons to 
buy for the event.

Selling Ice Cream
Solving Volume Problems2.4
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A problem often requires finding solutions to equations. In previous Units, 
you developed strategies for solving linear and quadratic equations. In this 
Investigation, you will use the properties of real numbers to extend these 
strategies.

Solving 
Equations

The steps below show one way to solve 100 + 4x = 25 + 7x for x.

100 + 4x = 25 + 7x
(1)           100 + 4x − 4x = 25 + 7x − 4x
(2)                             100 = 25 + 3x
(3)                     100 − 25 = 25 + 3x − 25
(4)                                     75 = 3x

25 = x

(5)

(6)

75
3

= 3x
3

Selling Greeting Cards
Solving Linear Equations3.1

Common Core State Standards
8.EE.C.7a Give examples of linear equations in one variable with one solution, infinitely 
many solutions, or no solutions . . .

8.EE.C.8b Solve systems of two linear equations in two variables algebraically, and 
estimate solutions by graphing the equations. Solve simple cases by inspection.

Also 8.EE.A.2, 8.EE.C.7, 8.EE.C.7b, 8.EE.C.8, 8.EE.C.8a, 8.EE.C.8c, 8.F.A.1, N-Q.A.1, 
N-Q.A.2, A-SSE.A.1, A-SSE.A.1a, A-SSE.A.1b, A-SSE.A.2, A-SSE.B.3, A-SSE.B.3a, 
A-CED.A.1, A-CED.A.2, A-REI.A.1, A-REI.B.3, A-REI.B.4, A-REI.B.4b, A-REI.C.6, 
A-REI.D.10, A-REI.D.11
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3.1 3.3 3.43.2

How could you explain Steps 1, 3, and 5 in the solution?

The solution begins by subtracting 4x from each side of the equation. 
Could you begin with a different first step? Explain.

How can you check that x = 25 is the correct solution?

Can you describe another method for finding the solution to the 
equation?

The preceding example uses the properties of equality that you learned 
in the Grade 7 Unit Moving Straight Ahead.

You can add or subtract the same quantity from each side of an 
equation to write an equivalent equation.

You can multiply or divide each side of an equation by the same 
nonzero quantity to write an equivalent equation.

You can use these properties as well as the Distributive and Commutative 
properties to solve equations.

A The school choir is selling boxes of greeting cards to raise money for a trip. 
The equation for the profit in dollars P in terms of the number of boxes 
sold s is

P = 5s - (100 + 2s)

1. What information do the expressions 5s and 100 + 2s represent in the 
situation? What information do 100 and 2s represent? 

2. Use the equation to find the number of boxes the choir must sell to 
make a +200 profit. Explain.

3. How many boxes must the choir sell to break even? Explain.

4. Write a simpler expression for profit. Explain how your expression is 
equivalent to the original expression for profit. 

5. One of the choir members wrote the following expression for profit: 
5s - 2(50 + s). Explain whether this expression is equivalent to the 
original expression for profit.

B Describe how to solve an equation that has parentheses such as 
200 = 5s - (100 + 2s) without using a table or graph.

3.1Problem

continued on the next page >

Investigation 3 Solving Equations 47



3.43.33.23.1

C Solve each equation for x when y = 0. Check your solutions.

1. y = 5 + 2(3 + 4x) 2. y = 5 - 2(3 + 4x)

 3. y = 5 + 2(3 - 4x) 4. y = 5 - 2(3 - 4x)

3.1Problem continued

Homework starts on page 55.

Ms. Lucero wants to install tiles around her square swimming pool. She 
finds the following two advertisements for tile companies. 

$1,000 for 
design and delivery

$25 per tile after 12 tiles

COVER and
SURROUND IT

andTILE
Beyond

The equations below show the estimated costs C (in dollars) of buying and 
installing N border tiles.

   Cover and Surround It:   CC = 1,000 + 25(N - 12)

   Tile and Beyond:   CT = 740 + 32(N - 10)

You can use subscripts to show different uses for a variable: CC means cost 
for Cover and Surround It; CT means cost for Tile and Beyond.

Do the equations make sense, given the description above for each 
company’s charges? Explain.

Is the cost of Tile and Beyond always cheaper than the cost of Cover and 
Surround It? Explain. 

Ms. Lucero wants to know when the costs of each company were equal. 

How can Ms. Lucero use the equation CC = CT  to answer her question?

Comparing Costs
Solving More Linear Equations3.2
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3.43.33.23.1

C Solve each equation for x when y = 0. Check your solutions.

1. y = 5 + 2(3 + 4x) 2. y = 5 - 2(3 + 4x)

 3. y = 5 + 2(3 - 4x) 4. y = 5 - 2(3 - 4x)

3.1Problem continued

Homework starts on page 55.

Ms. Lucero wants to install tiles around her square swimming pool. She 
finds the following two advertisements for tile companies. 

$1,000 for 
design and delivery

$25 per tile after 12 tiles

COVER and
SURROUND IT

andTILE
Beyond

The equations below show the estimated costs C (in dollars) of buying and 
installing N border tiles.

   Cover and Surround It:   CC = 1,000 + 25(N - 12)

   Tile and Beyond:   CT = 740 + 32(N - 10)

You can use subscripts to show different uses for a variable: CC means cost 
for Cover and Surround It; CT means cost for Tile and Beyond.

Do the equations make sense, given the description above for each 
company’s charges? Explain.

Is the cost of Tile and Beyond always cheaper than the cost of Cover and 
Surround It? Explain. 

Ms. Lucero wants to know when the costs of each company were equal. 

How can Ms. Lucero use the equation CC = CT  to answer her question?

Comparing Costs
Solving More Linear Equations3.2
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3.1 3.3 3.43.2

A 1. Without using a table or graph, find the number of tiles for which the 
two costs are equal.

2. How can you check that your solution is correct?

3. How can you use a graph or table to find the number of tiles for which 
the two costs are equal?

4. For what numbers of tiles is Tile and Beyond cheaper than Cover and 
Surround It (CT 6 CC 

)? Explain your reasoning.

B Use the strategies that you developed in Problem 3.1 and in Question A to 
solve each equation for x. Check your solutions.

1. 3x = 5 + 2(3 + 4x) 3. 10 + 3x = 2(3 + 4x) + 5

 2. 3x = 5 - 2(3 + 4x) 4. 7 + 3(1 - x) = 5 - 2(3 - 4x)

 5. For what values of x is the inequality 10 + 3x 7 2(3 + 4x) + 5 true?

C For each pair of equations, 

Find the values of x that make y1 = y2 without using a table or graph.

State whether the linear equation y1 = y2 has a finite number of 
solutions, an infinite number of solutions, or no solutions.

Graph the pair of equations. 

Use the graph to help explain your solution. 

 1. y1 = 3(2x - 5) and y2 = 2(3x - 1) + x

 2. y1 = 3(2x - 5) and y2 = 2(3x - 1) + 7

 3.  y1 = 3(2x - 5) and y2 = 2(3x - 1) - 13

3.2Problem

Homework starts on page 55.
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